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Abstract

the United States and China in the Persian Gulf has increasingly reshaped the region’s geopolitical
and geoeconomic dynamics, generating significant implications for Iran’s diplomacy. The central
question of this study is: What consequences does the declining strategic importance of the Middle
East in U.S. foreign policy, coinciding with China’s adoption of a strategy of strategic hedging,
entail for Iranian diplomacy? The research hypothesizes that although the United States has shifted
its strategic focus from the Middle East toward offshore and global competition with China, it
continues to maintain its security umbrella over the region and to perform the role of a “monitoring
hegemon.” By contrast, China seeks to expand its regional influence through economic diplomacy
and the Belt and Road Initiative. This study adopts a descriptive — analytical approach and employs
a comparative analysis method. The findings indicate that under these conditions, Iranian diplomacy
operates within a multilayered and fluid environment, which has driven it toward a pragmatic

approach based on smart balancing and the diversification of foreign relations.

Keywords: China; United States of America; Balance of Power; Iran; Persian Gulf; Strategic
Hedging
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