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Explaining the New Pattern of Hidden Diplomacy in Turkey’s Foreign
Policy: Rereading the Role of Individual and Institutional Variables Based on
Rosenau’s Model (2011-2026)
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Abstract

This article investigates the fundamental role of hidden diplomacy in Turkey’s foreign policy during the period 2011-2026.
The central question addresses how systemic transformations in the international order and domestic power shifts in Ankara
have led to the dominance of an intelligence-based action paradigm over classical diplomacy. Utilizing James Rosenau’s pre-
theory of foreign policy and a descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines Turkey’s key geopolitical cases across Syria,
Libya, the South Caucasus, and its strategic balancing between NATO and the Russian Federation. The findings reveal that,
amid the ongoing de-Europeanization process, the relative weight of the individual variable (Erdoganism) and the role variable
(the National Intelligence Organization, MIT) has superseded governmental and societal determinants. Consequently, Turkey
has adopted a functional differentiation strategy, demarcating its declarative identity-driven sphere from its operational interest-
driven actions. Ultimately, hidden diplomacy constitutes an institutional imperative and a rationalized intelligence apparatus

rather than a tactical instrument, offering critical strategic scenarios for Iranian foreign policy.
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