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Strategic Assessment of the Balance between National Security Imperatives and the
Development of Iran’s Economic Diplomacy: From Reactive to Proactive Policymaking

Paeham Parhampourramezan*'
Fatemeh Khalili

Abstract:

This study provides a strategic assessment of the balance between national security imperatives
and the development of Iran’s economic diplomacy, with a particular focus on the transition from
reactive to proactive policymaking. The central problem is that the dominance of short-term
security considerations, institutional fragmentation, weak inter-agency coordination, and the
absence of forward-looking mechanisms may constrain Iran’s capacity to employ economic
diplomacy effectively in pursuit of its national security objectives. The study aims to explain the
strategic requirements for balancing national security and the development of economic diplomacy
and to identify the institutional and policy components necessary for advancing toward proactive
policymaking in Iran’s economic diplomacy. The main research question is how a strategic balance
can be established between national security imperatives and the development of Iran’s economic
diplomacy,and what institutional and policy requirements are necessary for transitioning from a
reactive to a proactive approach. The research hypothesis posits that a transition from reactive to
proactive policymaking-through strengthening institutional coordination, strategic coherence,
foresight, diversification of economic partners, and the management of security-related risks-can
enhance the capacity to simultaneously advance national security and economic diplomacy
objectives. Methodologically,the study adopts a qualitative and descriptive approach based on the
analysis of policy documents, development plans, legislation, official strategies, and relevant
scholarly literature. The findings indicate that strategic balance can be achieved when security is
reconceptualized from a constraint on development into a framework for risk management, while
economic diplomacy shifts from crisis response toward trend anticipation, opportunity management,
and long-term initiatives. The study concludes that reforming external economic governance,
establishing effective coordination mechanisms among security, economic, and diplomatic institutions,
strengthening strategic analytical capacity, and institutionalizing foresight constitute essential pr-
erequisites for this transition.

Keywords: National Security, Economic Diplomacy, Foreign Policy, Development, Islamic
Republic of Iran
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